Fuel starvation problem
Posted by dgrande - 2008/07/29 19:45

Unless | maintain at least a half full tank of gas my car will sputter when taking a hard right hand turn. | have a new fuel
pump and I've checked that the fuel sending unit is working ( so | believe I'm not just running the tank empty). | also
have a new fuel pressure regulator.

As long as the tank is above half | have no problems. As soon as it goes below half it will start starving coming out of
right hand turns. | should mention that that the tank also pressurizes when hot which doesn't seem to be an uncommon
event with 944s.

Any thoughts would be appreciated. I'm really tired of carrying around the extra weight of a full tank...

Doug Grande
RM region 944 spec #44

Re:Fuel starvation problem
Posted by Heavymetal924S - 2008/07/30 06:45

| would recommend looking at your gas tank venting system. We had a very similar problem with our 944 turbo last year
and found a kinked vent line. This would also cause the pressurizing in hot weather.

Re:Fuel starvation problem
Posted by joepaluch - 2008/07/30 07:06

also check the filler neck.

There is a float on the bottom of the filler neck and this can break off fall in the tank. My 84 Steel gas tank car would
suffer fuel starvation on the exit of hard right hand turns. It turned out that the bottom of float fell in the tank and would
seal up the hole in the bottom in right handers and the car would run out of fuel quite gickly. It would always come back
when going straight or turning left.

Re:Fuel starvation problem
Posted by dgrande - 2008/07/31 06:07

Joe - How did you find the float had broken off? | removed the fuel sending unit and looked in the tank. | did find a black
wide gasket (looked like a rubber band) floating around. | removed it but that wasn't the cause of the starvation. Could
that float be lodged down in the bowl where the fuel pick up is? How can | get to that area of the tank? I'm temped to
just install a different tank and see if that cures the problem.

Re:Fuel starvation problem
Posted by dmdirks - 2008/07/31 07:49

Doug,

It's not too difficult to remove the filler neck- | had to replace mine last year due to a different problem. At least examine
the vent line connected to it by removing the cover over the neck. Try that before replacing the tank!

Re:Fuel starvation problem
Posted by dgrande - 2008/07/31 19:05
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Will do Dave. The filler neck was replaced when the motor was redone last fall - maybe in the installation process the
line got kinked. When | pull the filler maybe I'll be able to get a different view of the lower part of the tank where the
pump draws from. Hmm, just think, if I'm running close to weight at Hastings | may be able to keep you within sight...

Re:Fuel starvation problem
Posted by Karl @ ART - 2008/08/13 19:31

| have not gone into the 944 tank yet, but if it's anything like the Miata's, the rubber band helps secure the pump to the
line. Under load your pump may moving around enough to break the seal to the line squirting fuel back into the tank
instead of the fuel line.

Re:Fuel starvation problem
Posted by dgrande - 2008/08/14 19:29

Karl -
Thanks for that - I'll check. Question, is the Miata's fuel pump in or out of the tank? The 944's is out of the tank.

Re:Fuel starvation problem
Posted by Karl @ ART - 2008/08/16 08:08

Miata's is IN the tank.
It's clear | need to spend more time with the 944 before | respond here. :-)

Please post what you find so | can learn a bit more.
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